




Some Lesson Plan Ideas using The Emperors and the Saddlebacks Story:

1) From the National Curriculum

Year 1 Statutory requirements: Pupils should be taught to identify and name a variety of common 
animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores 

Can you identify which animals in the story are carnivores and which are herbivores or omnivores?

(Answer: Carnivores: Harpy Eagle and Ocelot. Omnivores: the Tamarin monkeys.

Year 2 Statutory requirements: Pupils should be taught to describe how animals obtain their food 
from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name 
different sources of food. 

Draw a food chain showing the Ocelot and the Harpy Eagle, the Tamarins and fruit in relation to 
each other. Draw a food chain using animals you are familiar with that live in this country.

Year 6 Statutory requirements: Pupils should be taught to identify how animals and plants are 
adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution. 

How are monkeys suited to their environment? How does an ocelot differ from common domestic 
cats in its adaptation to its environment? How is the rainforest Harpy Eagle different from other 
eagles? List some other animals that have adaptations suited to their environments.

(Answer: Monkeys have strong arms and hands with long fingers and short thumbs to help them 
grip branches. Ocelots have flexible ‘ankle’ and ‘wrist’ joints that allow them to go down trees as 
well as up them, something domestic cats are not good at! Harpy Eagles have short, broad wings 
relative to their body size to allow them to manoeuvre between the branches of rainforest trees. 
Arctic Foxes and polar bears are white to help them hunt in the snow. Owls can see much better at 
night than other birds because their large eyes have adapted to low light levels. Stick insects, that 
live in trees, mimic twigs in order to escape their predators.

©  Amazonas Comics


